[Approach to effects on health of hydro-agricultural development in tropical regions. Calculation of absenteeism].
A method is proposed for comparing the number of lost work days for a rural population in a tropical area. It takes into account the pathology of the whole population and not only of the working people. It uses demographic, epidemiologic and clinical data which are generally available. This method allows to assess the usefulness of health programs with regard to the increase of productivity. The example of Mali is presented.